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A Vision For The Schuylkill River
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GOAL 1 | IMPROVE MOVEMENT ALONG THE RIVER

Action Steps
* Connect the trail system where there are gaps.
* Improve and maintain the quality of trails.
* Improve pedestrian and bicycle movement on streets.

GOAL 2 | CREATE GREAT PLACES ON THE RIVER

Action Steps
* Emphasize the importance of gateway areas, landmarks and river access landings.
* Improve open space amenities along the river.
* Ensure that private development relates to the river.

GOAL 3| ENGAGE PEOPLE IN RIVER ACTIVITIES

Action Steps
* Continue existing educational opportunities and expand program offerings.
* Support existing and create new festivals and events.
* Get people wet- promote opportunities for swimming, boating and fishing.
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The Schuylkill Project has the following vision for the Schuylkill Riverfront:

The Schuylkill Riverfront will be a resource for
local neighborhoods and the region, tying together
riverfront communities through a connected system
of River Trails, River Places and Neighborhood

Connections.

GOALS AND ACTION STEPS

With the vision and goals in mind, this plan lays out a series of Action Steps,
which are recommendations for the creation and maintenance of a thriving
Schuylkill Riverfront designed to address the key concerns for open space
development on the river. A framework of three Goals is used to organize
the Action Steps. These Goals are 1) Improve movement along and to the
river; 2) Create great places on the river; 3) Engage people in river activities.

These goals and action steps are described in the following pages.

GOAL 1
IMPROVE MOVEMENT ALONG THE RIVER

Connect the trail system where there are gaps
Projects

» Wissahickon Gateway trail connections — waterfront access and trail
connections at the river’s edge in the area between the Wissahickon

Creek, the Pencoyd Bridge and the CVS drug store.

¢ Link to Lower Merion Township with new connections on the
Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge, Pencoyd Bridge and Norfolk Southern
Spur Bridge at the tip of Lower Venice Island.

¢ Bike trail in abandoned rail bed on river side of the canal.

Improve and maintain the quality of trails
Projects

* Improvements at the trailhead to the Wissahickon- improve signage,
update bus shelter, create link to bikeway across the street.

e Introduction of new plantings along the Manayunk Canal Towpath.

Improve pedestrian and bicycle movement on streets
Projects

e New on-street “trails” on either side of Ridge Avenue between

the Wissahickon Creek and the Ridge/Main fork.

¢ Traffic calming on Kelly Drive so that people can move between
the East Falls Riverfront Business District and the river.

¢ Installation of wayfinding signage to help pedestrians and cyclists
navigate through East Falls and the Wissahickon Gateway area.



GOAL 2
CREATE GREAT PLACES ON THE RIVER

il

Emphasize gateways, landmarks and river access landings
Projects

» Planned river docks in East Falls and Manayunk.
» Restoration of Manayunk Canal locks and associated dredging.

e Creation of gateways into Roxborough and East Falls.

Improve open space amenities along the river
Projects

* Improved views to river created by selectively eliminating overgrown
vegetation on the banks of the Wissahickon Creek.

e Parking lots as a riverfront amenity, stressing the management of
stormwater and protection of water quality.

e Midvale Steps as an attractive stopping point.

* Improvements to Inn Yard Park.

Ensure that private development relates to the river
Projects

*  Redevelopment of the Duron Paints/self-storage site to a riverfront use.
¢ Creation of waterfront plazas at Manayunk Diner and movie theater.

* Properties on Manayunk Canal to open doors on the canal based on
existing design guidelines.

*  Negotiation with developers to build and maintain river trails as part of
new developments.

o | GOALS3
ﬁ ENGAGE PEOPLE IN RIVER ACTIVITIES

Continue existing educational programs and expand offerings
Projects

» Restoration of the Bathey House as an information center along
the trail.

¢ Continuation of successful watershed education with schools including
Shawmont, St. Bridget’s, Mifflin and Dobson and one community
center- the North Light Community Center. Expand reach to other

schools where possible.

* Introduction of a stormwater education program for children.

Get people wet
Projects

*  Development of river businesses including tours and canoe and fishing
outfitters.

e In-river swimming facility at the tip of Lower Venice Island.

Support festivals and events along the river
Projects

*  Continuation of successful events like the East Falls Fishing Festival
and Arts by the River, the East Falls Bike Race Block Party, the
Philadelphia International Cycling Championship, Manayunk Second
Saturdays and the Manayunk Arts Festival.

*  New events to get people to the river. Possible events include a
Philadelphia tube race and a family triathlon, which would incorporate
biking, canoeing and walking.
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PRIORITY PROJECT
WISSAHICKON GATEWAY TRAIL CONNECTIONS

The most important gap in the trail system can be found in the area between
the Wissahickon Creek and the Pencoyd Bridge. In fact, there is not simply
a single “missing link” rather, there are several gaps:

* A safe bike/ped crossing of Wissahickon Creek

*  Crossing in front of the SEPTA Transfer Station on Ridge Avenue
passes through waiting pedestrians

¢ A clear trailhead into the Wissahickon trails
* A riverside trail or safe trail along Ridge Road

Opportunities to provide a trail are limited because the level land between the
river and the steep hillside parallel to Ridge Avenue is quite narrow. Therefore,
any plausible resolution will occupy easements with the agreement of riverside
property owners including the Fairmount Park Commission, the Roxborough
Canoe Club, SEPTA, PECO, and the owners to the Duron Paints property.
Opver the years, potential alignments have been discussed. In fact, SEPTA
and PECO have agreed to let a multi-purpose trail cross their properties (with
certain provisos). In addition, there is a waterfront access easement in the
tenant agreements with the owner of the commercial property.

An ideal arrangement would provide a choice of routes for different types

of users, including a riverfront alignment for recreational cyclists, a trail next
to the road on the south side of Ridge Avenue and safer sidewalks and bicycle
amenities on the north side of Ridge Avenue.

Behind Ridge Ave., &
Self-Storage North Side =

Ridge Ave.,
South Side

Kelly Drive
Ramp



On-road trail: Alignment would
On roads and sidewalks: || need to cross the Wissahickon
| Marked crosswalks, smart Creek, the SEPTA Transfer
Link to Lower R i . crossings and sharrows can Station and several driveways.
Merion Trails. o ' - help to promote ped/bike safety. J

Cyclists can ride on

The waterfront trail and/or § Ridge Avenue as an

on-road connections lead g
alternative link between

to the Pencoyd Bridge, this area and the Kelly

which connects to trails in J : }
Drive trail downriver.

Montgomery County.

There is plenty of waterfront
space to bring a trail behind the
movie theater and parking lots. |

PennDOT bridge
removal will create

The Self-Storage facility blocks safer conditions

the waterfront trail connection. for pedestrians on

Green Route: Riverfront Trail - Possible bridge and

Red Route: Ridge Avenue B : pathway to bypass the

Multi-Purpose Trail o " . . on-road alignment would

Orange Route: On-Road N S, require a path through or

Ped/Bike Amenities N, : ’
next to the PECO site.

Ridge Avenue.

OPTIONS FOR WISSAHICKON GATEWAY TRAIL CONNECTIONS
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Green Route: Waterfront Trail

e This alignment would make
a direct visual and physical
connection with the Schuylkill
River.

*  This alignment would be
a preferred approach of

recreational trail users.

e Public waterfront access has
already been negotiated with

pI‘OpCl'ty owners. -
Before After Waterfront behind self-storage

Red Route: Ridge Avenue
Multi-Purpose Trail

* This alignment would connect
the Kelly Drive Trail with
Manayunk without forcing cyclists
and pedestrians to cross traffic.

* This alignment could be
installed as part of new potential
development on the site.

* This alignment would be highly

visible to anyone passing through

the area.

Ridge Avenue between Wissahickon
Creek and the Main Street split



Orange Route: Ridge Avenue Bike/
Ped Improvements

e This alignment could be
implemented quickly and simply.

e Sharrows will help bring visibility

to cyclists on the road.

*  PennDOT removal of bridge and
the new traffic light will create safer
conditions for pedestrians.

*  Trailhead parking could be

integrated into this area Before

After

Gateway to East Falls
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PRIORITY PROJECT
EAST FALLS RIVER ACCESS LANDING

A river access study was completed in 2006, which explored options for river
landings in East Falls and Manayunk. In East Falls, the preferred water access
point, north of the Falls Bridge, was envisioned as a scenic docking and launching
area for human-powered craft. This particular site is located where a gentle grade
down to the river exists. A proposed river access landing here can offer wide

steps that descend to the river. A new dock structure would be located at the

base of the steps and a secured platform above beach level would be connected by
a hinged gangway leading to a floating dock. In addition to the steps, a gently
sloping path would lead those carrying a canoe or kayak to the water’s edge.

PRIORITY PROJECT
RIVER ACCESS AT LOWER VENICE ISLAND PARK

An important river access location in Manayunk occurs at the southern tip of
Venice Island. This site marks the convergence of the historic Norfolk Southern
Spur Bridge, the end of the Manayunk Canal and the popular restaurant,
Manayunk Brewery, which offers riverfront decks over the water. The Lower
Venice Island Park, a joint project of the Philadelphia Water Department and
Recreation Department that will break ground this fall, will introduce a new
performance center, sports facilities and parking lots to the island. Public river
access sites should be introduced as a part of park development.

For example, the existing boat launch, introduced on the river below the
Manayunk Brewery to serve kayakers, canoeists and dragon boat racers, should be
strengthened through the installation of a more permanent structure as specified
in the Manayunk River Access Study. In addition, a proposed in-river swimming
facility for the tip of Lower Venice Island is being studied. Patios could be built
on the river banks near these boating and swimming facilities to provide seating,
views and other amenities.
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Rendering of the proposed river access landing on Lower Venice Island in Manayunk




PRIORITY PROJECT
RESTORATION OF MANAYUNK CANAL LOCKS

Locks 68, 69 and 70 raised were used to allow navigation by flat bottom boats
through the Manayunk canal on the Schuylkill River in the nineteenth century.
Once the canal became obsolete at the end of the nineteenth century, the locks fell
into disrepair.

The Schuylkill Project, along with the Friends of the Manayunk Canal and the
Manayunk Development Corporation, are currently working to raise money to
restore Locks 68, 69 and 70 to their original function. This restoration project
will be accompanied with associated dredging along the length of the canal. With
the restoration of the locks, the groups will seek designation of the canal as a
National Landmark, in addition to its existing status as a National Historic Site.

PRIORITY PROJECT
BATHEY HOUSE

The Bathey House in East Falls sits on land owned by Fairmount Park. In the past
the building housed a swimming pool, but it has sat vacant and unused for many
years. The site is situated at the southeast gateway to East Falls, between Kelly
Drive and Ridge Avenue, just south of the Twin Bridges of Route 1.

Local community leaders and businesses see the empty Bathey House as an
opportunity to revitalize the East Falls Riverfront Business District. It’s strategic
location along the Kelly Drive Trail, at the entrance to East Falls presents exciting
ideas for what could happen there. Plans for the renovation of the Bathey House
are underway. Sixty thousand dollars have already been raised through the
Schuylkill Project, along with $7,500 through the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and National Resources, $125,000 through the Delaware Valley
Regional Planning Commission, Take me to the River program and a grant

from the Schuylkill River National and State Heritage Area (SRNSHA) for an
information kiosk. The East Falls Development Corporation is partnered with a
private developer who will be bring a food concessionaire and possibly bike rental
to the location. They also plan to partner with the East Falls Historical Society in
raising funds and renovating the building for public use.

The Bathey House in East Falls
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Priority Projects, Costs and Implementation Details
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Fairmount Park; Schuylkill Project;
SEPTA; PennDOT

PennDOT; Fairmount Park;
Schuylkill Project; Canoe Club

Fairmount Park; Schuylkill River
National and State Heritage Area;
Schuylkill Project

Friends of Manayunk Canal,
Manayunk Development Corporation

Fairmount Park; East Falls
Historical Society; EFDC; SRSNHA

Ridge Avenue Gateway Plan

by Urban Engineers.

River Access Study

River Access Study;
In-river Swimming Feasibility Study

Working drawings for the preferred
bridge option have been completed

Preliminary design study has been
completed. Next steps include
further detailing and design, as well
as obtaining the necessary permitting.

Preliminary design study has been
and completed. Next steps include
further detailing and design, as well
as obtaining the necessary permitting.

Working drawings have been
completed by Pennoni Associates.
Application for National Landmark
status to occur with completion of
restoration.

Renovation work must be completed
before cafe and information kiosk
can be introduced.








